{free translation of an article published by "Téglicher Hafenbericht", Hamburg
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"INTERMODAL '93" attracts Experts to Hamburg

ISO-STEEL CONTAINER's NATIVE TOWN

The present situation and the future of Containerisation will be focused during
the special Fair "Intermodal '93" - going to be held in Hamburg from 6th to

8th December, 1993 - and which will be attended by about 600 experts from

60 countries. During this 6th event of its kind about 5,000 visitors will flock in.
More than 70 experts shall give information who is going to play the master-role
in tomorrow's intermodal world. Will it be the Carriers or the Forwarders
respectively how and when the CIS-shores and the inland navigation will be
ready for use, and whether projects such as "Combitrans" might be successful.

One of the mental fathers of the ISO Container made from Steel is the Hamburg
based entrepreneur Hans GROSSE who ordered from Willy Schliecker's yard
the first 3,000 Steel Containers, simple boxes of 9 cbm content, in 1960 already.

Those Containers were mainly used to transport the personal belongings of US-
soldiers staitioned in Europe, and on the way back to USA Volkswagen Spare
parts filled the boxes. In the following years the demand for these durable boxes
increased dramatically. In 1964 an international comittee fixed the worldwide
Standardarization of Containers known today as ISO-Containers. In the same
year some US-producers flooded the market with Aluminium/Fibreglass
Containers,

To counterattack the US competition Grosse let a 20'-Container built, completely
made from Steel which was exhibited at Hanover Fair in 1965 - the very first

Steel Container ever. A total desaster seems to reveal. Press media and experts alike
considered this 2.4-MT-5teel Container as by far too heavy compared with the
1.5-MT-Alu-Container,

Inspite of all bad rumours only one year elapsed and Hans GROSSE was able

to book his first substantial order with SeaContainer, London covering some

thousand Units of Steel Containers. These Containers produced from an extremely
durable material started to conquer the world markets. Graaff, Elze - near Hanover -
still one of the worldwide leading producers for Reefer and Special Containers -
Mannesmann (later on Thyssen) and ILW.K. (belonging to Quandt-Group at that time),
Luebeck started their mass-production feeded by orders submitted by Hans GROSSE.

The production of Containers was increased continuously. Today's world Container
fleet stands at 7 Mio TEU's, valued DEM 30 billion out of which 350,000 TEU's



belong to German owners, and the largest - HAPAG-LLOYD - moves 125,000 TEU's,

In 1967 Kurt Eckelmann erected - in close cooperation with Hans GROSSE -
the first official Repairshop for Containers. In 1969 HOLZMULLER estranged
part of their facilities and stored some thousand Containers for Hans GROSSE
which he had sold to L.C.S., New York.

During the 70th and 80th the Container production moved to Asia. In the early 70th
Japan was the main supplier worldwide but already by mid 70th Japan was superceded
by South Korea. South Korea managed to keep its number one position for quite a
long time but since two years the situation changed and China, Thailand, Malaysia
and Indonesia as well as India are going to drive out South Korea. The last South
Korean Containers were ordered by the Steel and Container merchant GROSSE

in Spring 1992, 80% of his customers' demand Grosse is covering in China since

the recent one and a half year; the remaining 20% come from other Southeast

Asian sources.

In China GROSSE delivers to the depots of his European customers in the ports of
Dalian, Tianjin and Qingdao in the North, Shanghai being the largest seaport, and in the
South to Guangzhou and Shekou, Containers delivered to Hong Kong will be positioned
by barges. In Southeast Asia following additional ports are served: Jakarta, Surabaya,
Port Klang and Bangkok.

According to GROSSE the demand of Containers has to be seen as a barometer of the
economic development: "Judging the last year I have to confess that 1991 was a good

year whilst 1992 showed a sharp falling tendency and in 1993 we reached the bottom.
However, today I can forecast brisk possibilities for 1994 and the coming years."

How much GROSSE's prognosis is matching with reality demonstrates his vision

he had in 1978: at that time - the Container revolution at sea was almost completed -
he forecasted by saying: " One day post-offices, petrol-stations, police-stations,
flower shops and complete repairshops will be housed in Containers and to be moved
on a flexible basis. Possibly even people are going to live in Containers."

For the Container production German know-how is required. Besides of Messrs. Graaff,
Elze there are special activities to be observed in connection with the erection of Con-
tainer yards, activilies originating from Hamburg. The Tectrans-Sellhorn-Group already
built a Container yard in Shanghai about ten years ago, and during this year will hand
over on a turn-key basis each one yard in Tianjin and Qingdao in the North of China.
Another yard is under study in India.

The TSH-Group, Hamburg built a new Container yard at Zhanjiagang - located at
the Yangtze river, which went on stream last year, Another yard was handed over on
turn-key basis in St.Peterburg this year. This yard is going to satisfy the CIS demand.
An additional Container yard is planned for India by TSH.






